Yuma County Public Health

*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***

 

H1N1 vaccine clinic scheduled Thursday to include ALL children under 18

 

YUMA COUNTY, Ariz. - The Yuma County Public Health Services District a H1N1 vaccination clinic Thursday, November 5, 2009.  The clinic will be
held at the Southgate Mall from 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., or until all available doses are depleted.  As with previous clinics, they will target individuals who are at highest risk (Tier 1 see below) of complications from flu, BUT will now allow ALL children ages 5-18 years of age. Additional November clinics are expected to be made public as doses of vaccine arrive.

 

"We continue to be grateful for the public’s patience during these vaccination clinics and are pleased we can now include more participants," said Maria Nunez, acting public health district director.  "We will be expanding our clinics to include additional tiers, later in November."

 

Next week’s clinic will have, 1800 doses of Inactivated Influenza Vaccine, referred to as the "flu shot" and 700 Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccines(LAIV), better known as flu mist. There is no cost to individuals for this vaccine. No other immunizations will be available at these specialized clinics.

 

The doses will be distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis, after a short screening process to determine a person’s risk category. To date the Yuma County Health District has distributed more than 10,000 doses of the vaccine.

 

Expanded TIER 1, risk category targeted for this clinic include:

 

●       Pregnant women
●       Children ages 6 months to 18 years old
●       Health care workers with direct patient care
●       People who live with and care for infants less than 6 months old age

 

The Yuma County Public Health Services District has no control over how many doses are received, or how often shipments are sent.  We anticipate expanding to additional tier(s) during November.

 

Additional tiered priority groups include:

 

TIER 2

 

●       All health-care and emergency medical services personnel
●       All persons aged 6 months to 24 year
●       Persons aged 25 to 64 years who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related complications (e.g. diabetes,
heart disease, asthma, and kidney disease).

 

TIER 3

 

●       All other persons requesting vaccination.

 

To date vaccine has been distributed to some area physicians and will continue to be allotted to them for high risk patients.  Those who are unable to attend the clinics should check with their physician regarding vaccine availability.

 

Children who are under 10 years of age will need to have a second dose of the H1N1 vaccine in order to have full immunity from this novel flu.  The second vaccine should be received at least 4 weeks after the first.

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: The 2009 H1N1 phone line is operational during normal working hours (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.), Monday through Friday. The public will be able to ask questions specifically related to the 2009 H1N1 season currently underway. The number is: (928) 373-1025.

 

Also, visit the Yuma County website at www.yumacountyaz.gov for the latest information.

 

Protect and Prevent:

 

● Wash your hands with soap and warm water.
● Try to avoid close contact with sick people.
● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or sleeve when you sneeze or cough.
● If you are sick, stay home from school or work until 24 hours after you no longer have a fever, without the aid of fever-reducing medicines.

 

● Get the seasonal flu vaccine.
● Stay informed regarding future H1N1 vaccine availability for your risk group.

 

The Health District will continue to update the community with media releases about: vaccine availability, vaccination clinics, and
additional information related to H1N1.

