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U.S. Forest Service grants nearly $7 million to States in the Southwestern Region 
For sustainable urban and rural forest issues in Arizona and New Mexico

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M., September 28, 2010 – Nearly $7 million in recently awarded federal funds has been distributed by the Southwestern Region of the Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, to help states sustain urban and rural forests and to protect communities from wildfires, insects, diseases and invasive plants.
Within the Southwestern Region, the Arizona State Forestry Division will receive more than $3.5 million.  New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department’s Forestry Division will receive more than $3.4 million of the annual federal funds.
“State Foresters in the Southwest hav begun distributing these federal funds to help keep their communities safe while making forests more resilient to diseases, insects, and invasive species,” said Southwestern Regional Forester Corbin Newman.  “Many funds are targeted for fire suppression training and updated firefighting equipment. Because of these grants, private landowners and natural resoure managers at the federal, state, and local levels will have more options available to them in managing for forest health,” he said.  “This annual funding is critical, especially when so many of our states continue to experience tough budgetary times.”
The Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry facilitates the funding process. Grant recipients use the federal funding for assisting communities with wildfire prevention and protection, providing assistance to rural volunteer fire departments with training and equipment and hazardous fuels mitigation and treatment. 

“This funding helps New Mexico Forestry Division provide leadership in the management of the state’s diverse natural resource needs and address priorities set out by protection plans and the Statewide Natural Resource Assessment and Strategy and Response Plan,” said New Mexico State Forester Arthur “Butch” Blazer. “The funding also allows us to empower communities statewide to protect, enhance and utilize their forest resources as well as provide protection from wildfire.”

Arizona Acting State Forester Scott Hunt said that the Arizona State Forestry Division has responsibility for prevention and suppression of wildfire on 22 million acres of State Trust Land and private property outside of incorporated communities.  “These funds provide a lifeline for mitigation and response efforts that protect our communities from damaging wildfires,” said Hunt.  “And they are instrumental in improving forest health on Arizona’s State and private lands”.

State and private forested lands cover some 490 million acres across the country. These lands provide clean air and water, wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, open space and about 70 percent of the nation’s wood supply. The State and Private Forestry program provides assistance to owners of these lands to better manage their land and to provide local public benefits.


More information is available in the State and Private Forestry Annual Report.
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