Tree City USA
The Tree City USA program is a community improvement project

sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with 

the USDA Forest Service, the National Association of State 

Foresters, the US Conference of Mayors and the National 

League of Cities.  The program provides direction, technical 

assistance, public attention, and national recognition for urban and 

community forestry programs in thousands of towns and cities 

throughout the US. 
Among the many benefits of being a Tree City are a positive public 

image and citizen pride.  

A community’s public image is a very tangible element. 
Being a Tree City USA designee helps present a positive image that 

most people want to have for the place they live and conduct 

business.  
People love trees.  When their community 

earns the Tree City USA designation, it is a sign that their elected 

officials and city employees recognize this and are making an effort to 

care for the community’s trees.

The Tree City USA program is designed to recognize those 

communities that effectively manage their public tree resources, and 

to encourage the implementation of community tree management 

based on four Tree City USA standards.

To qualify as a Tree City, a community must meet the four standards 

established by the National Arbor Day Foundation and the National 

Association of State Foresters.

These standards were created to ensure that every qualifying 

community would have a viable tree management plan and program. 

No community is excluded because of its size. 

The four standards help to provide structure for a community forestry 

program. 


The standards to be met are:


1.  A community must have a Tree Board or Department 


2.  Tree Care Ordinance


3.  A community forestry program with an annual budget of at 


least $2 per capita


4.  An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation

Nationwide there are 3,400 Tree Cities with over 135 million 

residents.

There are also similar programs for colleges and universities and 

utility companies - Tree Campus USA and   Tree Line USA.  ASU and 

UofA are Tree Campuses and APS and SRP are Tree Lines.

Avondale


Received Tree City USA designation in 2010


Spent $6.18 per capita on community forestry in 2010


Population 81,299


Founded in 1900 and incorporated December 1946

Home of the Phoenix International Raceway

Buckeye


Received Tree City USA designation in 2008

Spent $3.09 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 125,350 

Established in 1888. Named in 1910.  Incorporated in 1929


Leads the nation in cotton production per acre

Casa Grande


Received Tree City USA designation in 2007

Named a Great American Main Street City in 1992 by 
   the National Trust for Historic Preservation


Spent $33.75  per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 40,000

Founded in 1879 and incorporated in 1915


Named for Hohokam Indian Ruins 20 miles NE of the City

Coolidge


Received Tree City USA designation in 2003

Spent $41.83 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 12,311 


Founded in 1925 and incorporated in 1945


The city’s name honors President Calvin Coolidge


Commercial center of Arizona’s cotton industry

Florence


Received Tree City USA designation in 2006

Named a Great American Main Street City in 1987 by the 
    National Trust for Historic Preservation


Downtown Florence has been designated an official


   “Historic District” by the National Register


Spent $2.50 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 25,500

Fifth oldest town in Arizona 

Gilbert


Received Tree City USA designation in 2008

Spent $8.27 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 218,665 


Founded in 1891 and incorporated July 6, 1920


The town is named for William M. Gilbert, an early Valley homesteader


Riparian Preserve at Water Ranch - 110 acres of riparian landscape


    which includes many amenities to observe, study, and interact


    with nature.

Glendale


Received Tree City USA designation in 1996

Spent $2.04 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population as of 250,222

Arizona’s fourth largest city


Established in 1892 by the New England Land Company for the


    Church of the Brethren of Illinois


Home of the NFL Arizona Cardinals


Manistee Ranch - collection of historic palms - eleven species of palms


    including Hayany, Bent Kebella, Medjoul, and Braim


Sahuaro Ranch Park Historic area - one of the Valley’s oldest ranches

Lake Havasu City


Received Tree City USA designation in 2001

Spent $6.39 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 55,960

Founded in 1964 and incorporated in 1978

McCulloch Properties, Inc. established the town in 1963 as 

    a self- sufficient planned community.  It is the home of

    the London Bridge

Lake Havasu was formed by Parker Dam on the Colorado

   River

Litchfield Park


Received Tree City USA designation in 1993

Spent $112.31 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 4,800

Planned residential community started in 1916 when


   Goodyear Tire and Rubber bought land to grow cotton.


   Developed by Paul Litchfield for whom the community


   was named in 1926.

Mesa

Received Tree City USA designation in 2010

Spent $2.77 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 449,881

Founded in 1878 and incorporated in 1883


39th largest city in the US
Paradise Valley


Received Tree City USA designation in 1986

Spent $ 2.10 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 13,863

Founded in 1890 and incorporated May 1961


The town name was inspired by the beautiful wildflowers


   found there in the Spring.

Peoria


Received Tree City USA designation in 2008

Spent $2.09 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 163,226

Founded in 1880 and incorporated in 1954

Phoenix


Received Tree City USA designation in 1986

In June of 2009, Phoenix as named an All-American City 


   for the fifth time


Spent $3.37 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 1,579,839  
   
Phoenix is the nation’s seventh largest city


It is the capitol of Arizona and the Maricopa County


     seat


The name Phoenix (the legendary Egyptian symbol of


    rebirth) was chosen because the city was built on the


    ruins of the Hohokam Indian civilization.

Pinetop-Lakeside


Received Tree City USA designation in 1985

Spent $3.36 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 4,165 in 


Lakeside derived its name from the area’s lakes and


   Pinetop from the nickname of a saloon keeper who


   served the Fort Apache soldiers.  The two communities


   incorporated as one in 1984.


The town is known for its proximity to the worlds 


   largest stand of Ponderosa pine.


The American Hiking Association ranked the area


   third best trail town in 1996.

Prescott Valley


Received Tree City USA designation in 2005

Spent $2.28 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 35,000 


Founded in 1966 and incorporated in 1978


One of the stated goals of the town is to preserve the


   elements of their environment

Quartzsite


Received Tree City USA designation in 2007

Spent $2.47 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 3,600


Name because quartz was found in the area, the name


   Quartzsite evolved du to an error in spelling.


The Hi Jolly Monument and Cemetery are located in Quartzsite
Scottsdale


Received Tree City USA designation in 1982

Spent $3.43 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 243,501

Founded by Army Chaplain Winfield Scott in 1888


The West’s most Western town

Show Low


Received Tree City USA designation in 1986

Spent $2.78 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 12,000

Established in 1870 and incorporated in 1953


Show Low received its name when C.E. Cooley and


   Marion Clark decided there was not enough room for


   both of them in their settlement.  The two men agreed


   let a game of cards decide who was to move.  According


   to the story, Clark said, “If you can show low, you win”.


   Cooley turned up the deuce of clubs and replied, “Show 


   low it is”.

Snowflake


Received Tree City USA designation in 1999

Spent $6.03 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 5,629

Founded in 1878 and incorporated in 1948


Named after its founders Apostle Erastus Snow and


   William Flake


Arizona’s only pulp and paper mill is located here

Tempe


Received Tree City USA designation in 1995

Spent $3.51 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 165,000

“Lord” Darrell Duppa is credited with suggesting the name in


    1879.  The site of the butte, the wide river, and the green


    fields reminded him of the Vale of Tempe in Ancient Greece.


Tempe is the home to Arizona State University which was


     designated Arizona’s first Tree Campus USA in 2008 by the


     National Arbor Day Foundation.

Tucson


Received Tree City USA designation in 1992

Spent $5.78 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 543,566

Tucson is Arizona’s oldest city and the second largest city 


    in the State

Yuma


Received Tree City USA designation in 2007

Spent $2.17 per capita on community forestry in 2010

Population 94,361

Founded in 1954 and incorporated in 1914


Yuma is the County seat for Yuma County

